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Lesson Plan
Teacher:
Date:
Subject / grade level: World Geography / 9th
Materials:
Armando Alonzo's Tejano Legacy: Rancheros and Settlers in South Texas, 1734-1900. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1998.
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/land-grants
https://texasbeyondhistory.net/forts/clark/images/grants.html
http://www.theworldbirdingcenter.com/Hidalgo.html
https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/taro/utcah/02900/cah-02900.html - Teacher can use this to show how primary sources can be searched for.

TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):
113.43 (21) Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use
information acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources,
including technology. The student is expected to:
(A) analyze and evaluate the validity and utility of multiple sources of geographic information such as
primary and secondary sources, aerial photographs, and maps;
(B) identify places of contemporary geopolitical significance on a map;
(C) create
and interpret different types of maps to answer geographic questions, infer relationships,
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3.TLW will identify the different towns and villages of the Rio Grande Valley
the 18th century.
(E) identify different points of view about an issue or current topic.

Differentiation strategies to meet diverse learner needs:
Teacher will utilize digital resources such as documentary analysis and primary source analysis.
Teacher will lead class discussion on race relations.
Class discussion strategies can include: think pair share and four corners debate.
Teacher will create classroom environment that is mindful and open to discuss sensitive topics.

ENGAGEMENT



Describe how you will use place-based and/or culturally relevant pedagogies to promote student engagement?
What kind of questions should the students ask themselves after the engagement?

show map of Spanish/Mexican land grants in south Texas and ask students if they recognize the
region. Students should say "it's the RGV" or "That's here". Then display a modern map. You can
also display a political map showing the larger cities and/or county divisions of the region. Ask
students to observe the map to list similarities and differences the modern maps of the region
compared to the Spanish/Mexican land grant maps in their groups, then share with the class in a
class discussion to complete a VENN Diagram.

EXPLORATION




Describe what place-based hands-on activities you could use to encourage students to engage the content.
List “big idea” conceptual questions related to the content you can use to encourage students’ exploration of the lesson.

https://www.glo.texas.gov/history/archives/forms/files/glo-spanish-collection.pdf
After reading the webpage with in your group, record the reasons the Spanish government gave
away land to settlers in South Texas. Answer the following: Why did the Spanish government give
away land to settlers in South Texas in the 18th century.

EXPLANATION




What questions could you pose to students before you precede to introduce the topic, themes or key terms?
What questions or techniques will you use to help students connect their own knowledge to the main topic and/or key concepts under
examination?
List higher order thinking questions you could use to solicit participation and engage students in discussion and provide their own
interpretations.

How did the Spanish settlers benefit from the land grants? Was it purely a place to live or for the sake
of industry and economy? Was it security reasons? Why were these land grants called porciones?
This document is provided by the Texas government, but what is the name of the office? Why would
they have it? Where else can you find first-hand primary sources about these land grants? Why was
the river the center of focus in the establishment of towns and land grants? Why are the Spanish land
grants shaped as they are? Considering that cattle ranching quickly became the industry of the
region, how would the Rio Grande be beneficial?

ELABORATION




Describe how students will develop a more sophisticated understanding of the topics, themes or key concepts.
What vocabulary will be introduced and how will it connect to students’ observations and/or personal knowledge?
How will this knowledge be applied in their daily lives?

By understanding how the reason behind settling the region and the crown giving land away,
students will be able to make deeper connections about the history of this region. Words like
porciones, ejido, land grant, revilla, villa del norte, By understanding the history of the region, the
students can grow to appreciate it and move away from the sigma that this region has no real history
or anything to offer. The hope is that students will stay, continue to learn about region and eventually
make contributions its growth. Currently, many students are very eager to move away.

EVALUATION


How will students demonstrate that they have achieved the lesson objective? This should be embedded throughout the lesson as well as at
the end of the lesson.

Students will write personal reflections on the effects that land grants had on the local economy and
overall population growth. What evidence do they still see of cattle ranching in the region? What
other type of industry do they see? How did those industries open up opportunities for groups other
than Spanish and Mexican to migrate to this region?

